Unilateral pulmonary oedema after drainage of a spontaneous pneumothorax. Case report and review of the literature.
This is the ninth recorded case of the rare complication of unilateral pulmonary oedema following drainage of a pneumothorax. The complication should be anticipated if the pneumothorax has been present for longer than 3 days, or if coughing and shock develop after insertion of the drain. Radiological confirmation and prompt treatment are necessary. The literature is reviewed.